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                           On the Journey 
From Rev. Julián Jamaica Soto ~  

“We Hold Hope Close”  

in their book Spilling the Light 
 

In this community, we hold hope close. We don’t 

always know what comes next, but that cannot dissuade us. 

We don’t always know just what to do, but that will not mean 

that we are lost in the wilderness. We rely on the certainty 

beneath, the foundation of our values and ethics. We 

are the people who return to love like a North Star and to 

the truth that we are greater together than we are alone. 

Our hope does not live in some glimmer of an indistinct future. 

Rather, we know the way to the world of which we dream, 

and by covenant and the movement forward of one right action 

and the next, we know that one day we will arrive at home. 

 
   December is so full of expectations about holidays and  

meaningful gatherings it can be hard to admit concerns and 

sorrows. If you need permission to be exactly as you need to  

be and to feel what you truly feel, let this be your hall pass. 

Rev. Julián’s invitation to hope comes with the understanding 

that “We” contains multitudes of feelings and experiences,  

including the lack of hope and the wish to be quiet and even 

alone. You are welcome to be who you are, knowing that this 

congregation and this faith embraces all of us. Our presence 

with each other is an act of hope all by itself.  

 

   Thank you to everyone who contributed to the food and  

financial collection to benefit Pleasant Valley Middle School. 

Feeding our neighbors is one of the most profound acts of love. 

 

   The Administrative Team of Melissa Anderson, Tim Herold, Jesi Laughlin, Regina Stanley, and I wish you 

all the best in this holiday season. 

Sunday Services 
Sunday, December 7, 10:30am 
“A Grateful Heart, A Generous Life” 
Reverend Jennifer Innis 
   Since the November 30 service was canceled 
due to weather, we will close the November 
theme of gratitude, considering the relationship 
between giving thanks and generosity.  
 

Sunday, December 14, 10:30am 
“Present and Future Hope” 
Reverend Jennifer Innis 
   If we get a say in our definitions of hope, what 
stays with us today? 
 

Sunday, December 21, 10:30am 
Winter Solstice Pageant: The Snow Tree 
Jesi Laughlin and a Cast of Thousands 
   Celebrate the season with the children and 
youth of the Universalist Unitarian Church of  
Peoria as they present a playful adaptation of 
The Snow Tree by Caroline Repchuck! In this 
heartwarming tale, the woodland animals gather 
their treasured gifts to create a magical symbol 
of the Christmas season—offering a timeless  
reminder of friendship, sharing, and wonder. 
 

Tuesday, December 24, 7:00pm 
“Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve:  
A Light of Hope ” 
Reverend Jennifer Innis 
   For Christmas Eve, we share the message of 
Jesus’ birth through ancient and modern texts 
and beautiful music. This service will feature  
violin music from EmmaLee Holmes-Hicks and 
piano and organ from Sherry Seckler. Members, 
friends, family, and visitors are invited.  
 

Sunday, December 28, 10:30am 
“Releasing and Readying:  
A New Year’s Ritual” 
Regina Stanley and Friends 
   On this last Sunday of the year, join us as we 
let go of what has been and prepare to begin the 
New Year. 

Bowing to the Light Within, 

Reverend Jennifer 
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Sunday Worship 

 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) Lifespan Sexuality Education  
K-1 Mandatory Parent Meeting  
Sunday, December 21, Noon, Conference Room (Zoom available upon request) 
   Our Whole Lives (OWL) for kindergarten and first grade is a sexuality education program for  
children ages five to seven that covers topics like bodies, families, and safety through songs, stories, 
and activities. It builds a foundation for lifelong learning about identity, relationships, health, and 
safety in a developmentally appropriate and age-specific way, always centering parents as every 
child’s primary sexuality educator. At least one parent is required to attend this orientation, and all  
legal guardians or custodial parents must sign the parent permission form. Sign up in the foyer or go 
to https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/236233. 
   During the parent orientation, you will have the chance to become familiar with the Our Whole 
Lives Sexuality Education K-1 curriculum, develop a sense of partnership with the Our Whole Lives 
facilitators, begin to build group trust and support, develop participation guidelines, increase your 
comfort using sexual terminology, strengthen your commitment to sexuality education, and  
understand how sexuality education and Unitarian Universalist faith values can be integrated. 

 December Share the Plate ~  
Central IL Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CICBVI) 
   CICBVI has provided support and encouragement to the blind and visually  
impaired since 1955. The staff teaches Braille, helps set up households, trains and 
provides assistive technology, and offers many other services, including a variety 
of social events and outings. CICBVI receives no government funding and is a 
501c3 charity. For more information, see https://cicbvi.org or look for Central IL 
Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired on Facebook.    
   Our UU Share the Plate program allows for one-half of the undesignated  

Sunday offering to be donated each month to a local not-for-profit organization. You may also put 
cash or check in an envelope with the charity’s name on it, and we will be happy to forward it. 

How Much Was Given to Last Month’s Share the Plate Recipient?  
   We raised $794.05 for LULA NFP in November! 

Help with the Winter Solstice Pageant ~  
Kids and Adults Needed! 
Sunday, December 14, rehearsal during religious education time 
Sunday, December 21, 9:30am rehearsal before the pageant 
   This year’s pageant invites everyone to join the fun! (See pageant  
description in the “Sunday Services” section on page 1.) There will be 
opportunities for audience participation as we tell this story together in a 
spirit of play, imagination, and goodwill. We’ll also lift our voices in  
familiar winter carols, making this a joyful celebration for all ages. 
   For children & youth who would like to participate, we will rehearse at 
the times listed above. If your young person would like a speaking role 

and cannot attend on Dec. 14, email Jesi Laughlin at DLRE@PeoriaUUChurch.org. 
   Adult help is needed to lead or sing carols, prepare simple costumes, collect props, and assist with 
stage management. Contact Jesi Laughlin to take a role in making this year’s pageant a success.  
Come share in the magic of the Solstice—community, creativity, and winter sparkle included! 

RE Needs You! 
   December is full of opportunities to lead our littlest UUs. December  
Religious Education at UUCP is all ages and full of fun projects and  
creative opportunities. Help us create the welcoming community we dream 
about. Sign up today in the RE Commons or contact Jesi Laughlin,  
Director of Lifespan Religious Education, at DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org. 

https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/236233
https://cicbvi.org
https://www.lulapeoria.com/
mailto:DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org
mailto:DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org
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Activities  & Announcements 

Deck the Halls 
Saturday, December 6, 2-4pm 
Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary 
   Our annual ornament-making  
afternoon is sure to be a good time! We’ll  
craft ornaments for the Sanctuary tree, enjoy a 
yummy hot chocolate bar, and sing carols.  
Supplies and instructions are provided, and  
everyone is invited to join in! Help is needed to 
set up, clean up, and lead crafts. Email Jesi at 
DLRE@PeoriaUUChurch.org to volunteer.  

 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, December 14  
1pm carpool from church  
or 1:30pm meet at 
Lutheran Hillside Village 
   Come join the fun!  
We’ll don funny hats and  
go to retirement homes. Can’t read music? That’s 
ok! We’ll sing carols you know, and Kathy  
McNeil will play piano and make it easy to  
follow along. Can’t hit the right notes? That’s ok, 
too! We’re out to spread holiday cheer! For more 
info or to RSVP, call or text Kathy McNeil at 309- 
687-9739 or Bernie Humphrey at 309-360-4199.  

Parents’ Night Out 
Friday, December 12 
5:30 Pizza, 6:00 Movie, 8:00 Pick-Up 
Drop off available for kids & youth 
SIGN UP BY 12/10 REQUIRED 
   Families are invited for some light- 
hearted holiday time together or to use this as a 
drop-and-shop opportunity. We’ll have pizza, 
crafts, popcorn & a movie in the RE commons.   
Christmas jammies & snuggly friends welcome! 
   Sign up here https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/
signup/236230 by 12/10 and RE registration on 
file required. Questions? Email Jesi Laughlin at 
DLRE@PeoriaUUChurch.org.  

Holiday Fair Trade Shopping 
Sunday, December 7, Fellowship Hall 
10:30am for kids & youth to shop w/o caregivers 
After service for everyone 
   Kids can shop during the service with an elf 
helper (UUCP Senior Youth), and everyone is 
welcome to shop during coffee hour. Ten  
Thousand Villages, a fair trade store, will host 
the sale, and there will be a variety of items at all 
price points, starting at $5 with many around $15 
and more above that. Sales tax will be added.  
   Kids may also craft gifts at no charge for their 
loved ones and wrap the gifts they made or 
bought. If you want your child to shop, please 
check your kiddo in to RE before worship to 
complete the shopping list with budget,  
payment (cash or card), and permission.   
   Extra adults to assist with holiday crafting and 
gift wrapping are always needed. Email Jesi at 
DLRE@PeoriaUUChurch.org to volunteer. 

Tuesday Night Adult Religious Ed   
   December is the last month for our Tuesday 
night adult RE experience! Join us for… 

   ~ Inquirers for Newcomers and Visitors 
   Tuesday, Dec. 9, 6-7:30pm, Conference Room 
   We will cover “Social Action, Community 
Service & Racial Justice” & “Membership 101.” 

   ~ Crossing Paths: An Exploration of World   
   Religions for Adults 
   Tuesday, Dec. 16, 6-7:30pm, Conference    
   Room or Zoom at https://bit.ly/3sxzsci 
   We will learn about Islam. 
 

   RSVP at https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/
signup/221451 or just drop in!  

Advent Reflection 
Thursday, December 11, 6:30pm 
Sanctuary or Zoom at https://bit.ly/3sxzsci 
   As the darkness deepens, we will share a time 
to pause, reflect, and wrestle with the question 
of hope. All are welcome for an hour of candles, 
readings, reflection, and silent meditation. 

Blue Christmas Vespers 
Thursday, Dec. 4, 6:30pm 
Sanctuary and on Zoom at 
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci 
   The holiday season is not 
merry and bright for all of 
us. Share a quiet space with 
kindred spirits as we 
acknowledge the wide range 

of feelings and experiences of this time. 

mailto:DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/236230
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/236230
mailto:DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org
mailto:DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/221451
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/221451
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
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        Martin Luther King, Jr. 
        Luncheon ~ Buy Your 
        Tickets at UUCP! 
         Monday, January 19, 2026 
         12-1:30pm 
         Peoria Civic Center  
         Ballroom ~  
         201 SW Jefferson St, Peoria 
   Join us to hear guest speaker Sunny Hostin,  
co-host of The View. We have reserved two  
tables, and tickets are $65/each. Email Melissa  
at office@peoriauuchurch.org to buy tickets. 

Yule: Into the Longest Night 
Saturday, December 20, Fellowship Hall 
Doors open at 5pm; Ritual begins at 5:30pm 
   Solstice Night is upon us, and winter is here 
once again. In the dark chill of Yuletide, we call 
out for the sun to return. Will it answer the 
call? Keepers of the Great Grove, the Covenant 
of Unitarian Universalist Pagans chapter at 
UUCP, invites you to join us in our observance 
of Yule. There will be a time for bardic tales, 
ritual, and a small fire (weather permitting).   
Bring a dish to pass and stay for the potluck. 

Adopt a Family 
   Bring some joy to a needy 
family this Christmas! Almost 
all the kids (96%) at Pleasant 
Valley School (right down the 
street from us) live at poverty 
level, so they don’t get much 

for Christmas. Anyone can adopt a family--an 
individual, a couple, a family, a group of friends, 
or your Connection Circle! If you do adopt a 
family, please buy at least one really nice toy for 
each child plus one outfit of clothing. You can 
do more if you choose. Consider including a gift 
for the parents, too. If you don’t like to shop, 
gift cards are always welcome.  
   Anyone interested can call Colleen Ryan  
at the school (309-360-8987), and she will help 
you pick out the perfect-sized family and send 
you their wish list. Be prepared to tell her how 
much you can spend. Gifts must be delivered to 
the school by 12/17. For  more information or 
shopping advice, call Susan Bopp at 910-547-
0143 or Bernie Humphrey at 309-360-4199.  

A Warm Wishes Giving Tree 
   This holiday season, our foyer 
Christmas tree is doubling as a 
Giving Tree—and we need  
your help to decorate it! Bring  
donations of new socks, under-
wear, sports bras, and t-shirts and 
hang them right on the tree. All 
items will be donated to Pleasant  
Valley School’s Store Next Door, 

supporting students who need a little extra 
warmth, comfort, and care this winter. Let’s fill 
the branches with  generosity and deck the halls 
with dignity! 

Young & Emerging Adults 
Movie Night 
Friday, December 19, 5:30pm  
Fellowship Hall 
   Our new Young & Emerging 
Adults (YEA!) group is launching 
with a holiday-themed movie 

night. YEA! welcomes friends and members  
ages 18-35 to come celebrate the season with 
some holiday faves--popcorn, cocoa, and  
cookies! Film TBD (see our poll at https://
uuchurch.flocknote.com/YoungAdults/
note/34268186). For more info, email Erin  
Roberson at embregan@gmail.com.  

UUCP Merch 
   Get your UUCP merch here ~ https://
uuchurchpeoria.itemorder.com/shop/home/. 

Congregational Meeting Update 
   Thank you to everyone who was part of our 
fall congregational meeting on November 16. 
We received updates from Stewardship and   
Finance. The Trust shared the good news of a 
very generous gift from the estates of Shirley 
and Roger Cunningham. The Peoria Recorder 
Consort performed a beautiful piece in their 
memory. All of the Social Impact Projects were 
approved. The four projects for 2025-2026 are 
Climate Action/IPA against CO2 pipelines, Bird 
Dog Anti-Surveillance, Protecting Peoria  
Immigrants, and Strengthening Peoria’s Status 
for LGBTQIA2S+ Transplants. See the sign up 
sheets in the foyer if you would like to help with 
the projects or to learn more. 

mailto:office@peoriauuchurch.org
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/YoungAdults/note/34268186
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/YoungAdults/note/34268186
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/YoungAdults/note/34268186
mailto:embregan@gmail.com
https://uuchurchpeoria.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://uuchurchpeoria.itemorder.com/shop/home/
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Amethyst Circle: An Addiction  
Recovery Group Following UU Values 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 7-8pm, RE Meeting Room  
or Zoom at https://tinyurl.com/3u7f8yh2 
   Gather with others to offer and receive support 
on your addiction journey. This group is  
facilitated by Tony Huerta and is open to all. 

Recurring Groups  

Keepers of the Great Grove ~ CUUPs  
Wednesday, December 3, 6-7:30pm 
Conference Room or Zoom  
at https://tinyurl.com/2nyj5zet 
   Join us for our monthly meeting! We’ll  
confirm plans for Yule at UUCP on Saturday, 
Dec. 21. For the second half of the meeting, 
we’ll dive into an enrichment topic presented by 
a member. CUUPs stands for Covenant of  
Unitarian Universalist Pagans. All are welcome. 

A Course in Miracles 
Sundays, 8:45-10am, Conference Room 
   You are welcome to join ongoing weekly   
sessions of A Course in Miracles, a self-study 
spiritual program based on universal spiritual 
themes, primarily including forgiveness as the 
path to love in order to focus on living more 
peacefully in this world. To RSVP, contact 
Suzette Boulais at zetter3@comcast.net. 

Humanist Discussion Group 
Tuesdays, 7pm on Zoom 
at https://bit.ly/3rthCHr     
   Join us as we invite guest presenters and     
talk about videos of current events, religion, and 
politics. We aspire to use empathy, humility, 
curiosity, critical thinking, and compassionate 
communication to discuss new insights,  
controversy, disinformation, irrationality, and 
magical thinking.  

Retired Men’s Last Friday Lunch 
Friday, December 26, Noon                                    
Childers Eatery, 3312 N University St., Peoria 
   Join other retired UU men for lunch on the last 
Friday of the month. Questions? Email Bill 
Keefner at wkeef84@gmail.com. 

 

Mugs & Musings  
Thursdays at 10am  

Intuition Coffee ~  
          734 Main St  
      Peoria 
 

 

   Drop in and  
join Membership  
Coordinator Regina 
Stanley to discuss 
whatever is on your 
mind. Questions? 
Contact Regina at 
309-648-2767 or 
membership 
@peoriauuchurch 
.org. 

Mah Jongg for UUs 
Sundays, Dec. 14 & 28, 1-3pm, Fellowship Hall 
   Do you play Mah Jongg or do you want to 
learn? Join the fun on 2nd and 4th Sundays! 
Bring your own drink and snack, and if you 
have a Mah Jongg set or mat, bring it, too. 
Questions? Contact Char Rickey at 309-472-
7085 or spinwool7@aol.com or Evan Stubbs at 
575-621-5519 or sirstubby@hotmail.com. 

Life Force Tai Chi ~ 1st & 3rd Sundays 
Sundays, Dec. 7 & 21, 9:30am, Meet in Foyer 
   Tai Chi is an ancient discipline from China. 
Join Dave Grebner for this class, where we will 
learn how to stand and move to enhance the 
flow of chi life energy through our bodies. We 
will meet in the church foyer, find an available 
room, and practice until 10am. 

Brown Bag Lunch & Conversation 
CANCELED in DECEMBER 
Next on Thursday, January 22, 11:30am-1:30pm 
Conference Room 
   Bring your own lunch and join in conversation  
with others on the 4th Thursday of each month.  
This lunchtime community is open to all! Due to 
the 4th Thursday falling on Christmas, we 
will not meet again until January.  

LGBTQIA2S+ Group at UUCP 
Monday, December 15, 2pm, Conference Room 
   Do you identify as LGBTQIA2S+? Do you 
attend, visit, or belong to UUCP? Join us on the 
3rd Monday each month. Questions? Email Tim 
Herold at herold1961@gmail.com for details. 

Third Thursday Ladies’ Lunch 
   There will be no luncheon this month. We will 
see you in January!  

Happy Holidays!  

https://tinyurl.com/3u7f8yh2
https://tinyurl.com/2nyj5zet
mailto:zetter3@comcast.net
https://bit.ly/3rthCHr
mailto:wkeef84@gmail.com
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:spinwool7@aol.com
mailto:sirstubby@homail.com
mailto:herold1961@gmail.com
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From the Stewardship Team 

From the UUCP Trust 

A Lasting Legacy: The Cunningham Bequest 
   We are honored to share some wonderful news. The late Shirley 
Cunningham and her  late husband, Roger, have bequeathed 
an astounding $197,597.42 to the UUCP Trust. This is the largest 
bequest our church has ever received for perpetuity, and it 
stands as a powerful expression of love and commitment to the 
future of our congregation. Through the Trust, the Cunninghams’ 
generosity will support our mission in perpetuity to strengthen 
our church’s annual budget and ongoing programs.  
   While this remarkable gift is historic in size, we also celebrate 

the enduring impact of every bequest and contribution made to our church. Each planned gift, large or 
small, helps ensure that our UU values, ministries, and community will continue to flourish for     
generations to come. As we give thanks for Shirley and Roger’s legacy, we invite you to consider  
including the UU Church of Peoria in your own estate plans. A planned gift is a meaningful way to 
sustain the work and spirit of our congregation long into the future. 
   With deep gratitude, 
   Your Trust Officers ~ Tim Herold, Randy Stevens, and Jeanette Gruber 
 

Planning Your Own Legacy 
   Including the UU Church of Peoria Trust in your will or estate plan is simpler than you might think, 
and it creates a lasting impact for future generations. You can... 

 Add a bequest to your will or trust, designating a gift to the UU Church of Peoria Trust. 
 Name the UUCP Trust as a beneficiary of a retirement account or life insurance policy. 
 Make a planned gift that reflects your values and supports our mission in perpetuity. 

   If you’d like more information or confidential guidance about planned giving, please contact any 
Trust officer. Your legacy can help sustain the faith, community, and justice we build together. 

Gifts of Gratitude 
   It is a joy to witness all the loving and supportive interactions 
that are occurring at church! People are welcoming others,    
listening attentively, and offering kindness. In a world where  
so many people feel alone and isolated, we are blessed with a    
beloved community. Our community attracts and inspires     

visitors and new members. We are growing. Why? Because we side with justice and love, and we 
welcome all. We march, we write letters, we sign petitions. We offer emotional shelter in personal 
storms and opportunities to grow. We provide opportunities for our children to realize the values of 
justice and caring. Since our founding in 1843, this church has been supported by its members and 
friends. As 2025 comes to an end, we are asking both folks who have pledged and those who haven’t 
to please consider a special year-end Gift of Gratitude. Why are we asking this now? 

 For those who have had unexpected bonuses or feel they have been especially fortunate this year, 
this season is a good time to reflect on sharing.   

 If you itemize deductions on your taxes, now is the time to make this a win-win situation. 

 For those who weren’t able to pledge last spring, this may be the time that feels right to give. 

   If you are able, please consider a Gift of Gratitude in December to sustain our growing and beloved 
church. Thank you!  
   ~ The Stewardship Team 
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1. RaiseRight 
   Raise funds for our church by buying gift cards from RaiseRight. 
Here’s how it works: 
   ~ Buy eGift or physical gift cards at full value from 750+ brands. 
   ~ Earn up to 20% on every card you buy. 
   ~ Use the cards at full value for daily purchases. 
   ~ Watch your fundraising account grow throughout the year, 
thanks to the brands that give back to support your community. 
   This is an easy way to raise money for our church! Scan the QR 
code (on right) or visit raiseright.com and use this enrollment code: 388AYIFM6QH3. Questions? 
Email Regina at membership@peoriauuchurch.org. 
 

2. Kroger Community Rewards 
   Kroger donates annually to nonprofits based on a percentage of participants’ spending with their 
Kroger Plus cards, so register your Kroger Plus card at krogercommunityrewards.com and name the 
Universalist Unitarian Church of Peoria as your organization. If you do not have a card, ask for one  
at the customer service desk of any Kroger store. Then, whenever you check out, present your card to 
earn money for the church! 

TWO Ways to Shop for the Holidays AND Help UUCP! 

 

In Our UU Family 

Thank You for Giving! 
   Thanks to you our Sunday Soup fundraiser 
was very successful! We raised $2,746.34! If 
you’d still like to give, mark your donation for 
Pleasant Valley Outreach and mail it to the 
church ~ 3000 W. Richwoods Blvd.; Peoria, IL 
61604. Thank you again, everyone!  

Thank You for the Book Sale Help! 
   The Great UU Book Sale in November raised 
more than $3,600 to help support the work of the 
church! That’s 28% more than last year. Scores 
of church members and friends sorted, sold,  
promoted, and cleaned up. It took a village to  
do this. Thanks to everyone who helped! 

Memorial Service 

   Please join us to remember Henry Curran on Saturday, December 13, at 11am at UUCP. Visitation 
will be at 10:15am, and a reception will follow the service. Henry's obituary may be found at https://
www.legacy.com/legacy/henry-curran.  

Joys & Sorrows 

♥ We offer our condolences to Sandy Meskimen and the family and friends of Henry Curran.   
Henry died peacefully on Wednesday, November 19, after a long decline due to Parkinson’s. 

♥ We send thoughts and prayers to Terry Malone. While she was being treated for hepatitis, doctors 
found a malignant lesion in her lung, which will probably require surgery, chemo, and radiation. Terry 
says she is getting great care at OSF, and she and Tom are very grateful for all the support they are 
receiving from loving friends and family.  

♥ We wish Susan Smith’s daughter, Ayla Miller, a speedy recovery after her eye surgery on       
October 25. Ayla had surgery to correct the muscles of both her eyes.  

♥ We send wishes for healing and a quick recovery to Juanita Lamberson, who broke her femur.  

♥ We offer our condolences to Marcia and Scott Jackson for the death of their 16-year-old cat,   
Sassy. Sassy was a very special companion. She is missed every day. 

♥ We congratulate Max Spelman, who turned 2 on November 2! Happy Birthday, Max!  

♥ We wish Gene Mialkowski a very happy 75th birthday! Gene turned 75 on November 21.  

https://www.raiseright.com/
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.legacy.com/legacy/henry-curran
https://www.legacy.com/legacy/henry-curran
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Haunted Halls at  
Pleasant Valley Middle School ~ October 29  

Church Life 

A Service of Remembrance 
Sunday, November 2  

The Great UU Book Sale ~ November 7-9  

New Youth Mural New Member Welcome ~ Sunday, November 9  
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Lantern Walk ~ November 14 

Peoria Proud Transcending Boundaries Artist Reception and TDOR Vigil ~ November 20 
Artwork is It's for Protection by Alex Martina (she/her) shared with permission of the artist (below right) 

J. Gruber and Rev. Jennifer (below left)    
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Soup for School Outreach ~ November 23 

17 Attended Rivermen Hockey ~ November 21 Children’s RE ~ November 23 

Thanksgiving ~ November 27 
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Board of Trustees: board@peoriauuchurch.org President: Edward Flint; Vice-President: Lindy Peterson; Treasurer: Austin Locke;        
Secretary: Katie Jones. Board Members: Anthony Boudreau, Pat Denzer, Tony Huerta, Mike Jongerius, Charity Kennedy, BJ Lindsey, Roy 
Seabolt, and Jessica Spelman. 

UUCP Trust Officers: trust@peoriauuchurch.org President: Jeanette Gruber; Treasurer: Tim Herold; Officer: Randy Stevens. 

Staff:  

  Reverend Jennifer Innis, 

 Senior Minister 
 revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org  
 (972) 639-7900 

  Jesi Laughlin, Director of Lifespan Religious Education  

 DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  

  Regina Stanley, Membership Coordinator 

 membership@peoriauuchurch.org  

  Melissa Anderson, Office Manager 

 office@peoriauuchurch.org 

  Tim Herold, Lay Admin Team Member 

 herold1961@gmail.com 

  Administrative Team 

 adminteam@peoriauuchurch.org 

NEXT BUILDER 

Deadline: Wednesday, December 17 

Submit to: office@peoriauuchurch.org 

Mailing: Wednesday, December 31 

Submit your birthday or anniversary info to the office at office@peoriauuchurch.org. 

January 1  Ed Hoffman  
January 2  Judy Marcus  
January 2  Jenna Richardson 
January 4  Carolyn Hancock  
January 4  Sandy Stemler  
January 5  Peter Offutt  
January 6  Erin Roberson 
January 8  Becca Hugh 
January 8  Mitze Nitzsche  

January 9  Jerry Davis  
January 9  John Heiser  
January 10  Scott Lamkin  
January 14  Keith Lyons  
January 23  Sue Swanson  
January 24  Jennifer Class-Mitchell  
January 26  Cate Kaufman  
January 31  Craig Mitchell  
 

mailto:board@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:trust@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org
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mailto:office@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:office@peoriauuchurch.org
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Universalist Unitarian  
Church of Peoria 
3000 W. Richwoods Blvd. 
Peoria, IL 61604-1142 
309-688-5608  
www.peoriauuchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/uupeoria 
Service/Church School—10:30 AM Sundays 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Join Us on Sunday at 10:30am... 
~ In person in the Sanctuary 
~ On Zoom at https://bit.ly/3sxzsci or 312-626-6799 w/Meeting ID 999 7726 7210 & Passcode 1843 
~ On YouTube at https://peoriauuchurch.org/service-live-stream/ 
~ Through our website by going to https://peoriauuchurch.org/ and clicking on livestream 
 

Listen to Previous Sermons… 
~ At https://apple.co/3RtDYoH 
~ On Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/uupeoria 
~ On our YouTube channel at youtube.com/peoriauuchurchorg. 
 

Find Us on Your Favorite Social Media Platform… 
 
 

Facebook:  
facebook.com/uupeoria 

Instagram: 
instagram.com/uupeoria 

X (Twitter):  
twitter.com/peoriauuchurch 

Tik Tok: 
tiktok.com/@peoriauuchurch 

http://www.peoriauuchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/uupeoria
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
https://peoriauuchurch.org/service-live-stream/
https://peoriauuchurch.org/
https://apple.co/3RtDYoH
https://www.facebook.com/uupeoria
https://www.youtube.com/peoriauuchurchorg
https://www.facebook.com/uupeoria
https://www.instagram.com/uupeoria/
http://twitter.com/peoriauuchurch
https://www.tiktok.com/@peoriauuchurch


 

 

December 3, 2025 December Issue #12 

13 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Wednesday, December 3 
9:00 AM-1:30 PM Private Homeschool Group    RE Wing & Fellowship Hall DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
10:00 AM   Builder Mailing       Conference Room   office@peoriauuchurch.org  
1:00 PM   Administrative Team      Conference Room   adminteam@peoriauuchurch.org 
6:00 PM   Keepers of the Great Grove ~ CUUPs Conference Room & Zoom DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 
6:00-7:30 PM  Uukulele Strum Fun     Foyer      Kathy Klister, 309-363-9626 

Thursday, December 4 
10:00 AM   Mugs & Musings       Intuition Coffee   membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
2:00-4:00 PM  Connection Circle      Jr. High Room    sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
2:00-4:00 PM  Thursday Afternoon Connection Circle Conference Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
6:30 PM   Blue Christmas Vespers    Sanctuary     revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org 

Saturday, December 6 
9:00-11:00 AM  Acorn Equality Fund Breakfast   Embassy Suites, E. Peoria office@peoriauuchurch.org 
2:00-4:00 PM  Deck the Halls       Fellowship Hall/Sanctuary DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 

Sunday, December 7 
8:45-10:00 AM  A Course in Miracles     Conference Room   Suzette Boulais, zetter3@comcast.net 
9:30 AM   Life Force Tai Chi       RE Commons or Patio  Dave Grebner, doggiedad@mtco.com 
10:30 AM   Worship Service      Sanctuary     DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 
10:30 AM   Holiday Fair Trade Shopping (Kids)  Fellowship Hall    DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 
11:30 AM   Holiday Fair Trade Shopping (All)  Fellowship Hall    DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 
11:30 AM   Coffee Hour       Fellowship Hall  
12:00 PM   Sunday Afternoon Circle    Sr. High Room    sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
1:00 PM   PRC Practice       Sanctuary     Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 

Monday, December 8 
6:30 PM   Monday Evening Connection Circle         sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Tuesday, December 9 
6:00-7:30 PM   Inquirers for Newcomers & Visitors  Conference Room   membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Wednesday, December 10 
9:00 AM-1:30 PM Private Homeschool Group    RE Wing & Fellowship Hall DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
1:00 PM   Administrative Team      Conference Room   adminteam@peoriauuchurch.org 
6:00-7:30 PM  Uukulele Strum Fun     Foyer      Kathy Klister, 309-363-9626 
6:30 PM   Worship Committee     Library      revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org 
7:00 PM   Amethyst Circle Addiction Recovery RE Meeting Room/Zoom DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 

Thursday, December 11 
10:00 AM   Mugs & Musings       Intuition Coffee   membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
6:30 PM   Advent Reflection Service    Sanctuary     revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org 

Friday, December 12 
5:30 PM   Parents’ Night Out      Entire Church    DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 

Saturday, December 13 
10:15 AM   Henry Curran Visitation     Sanctuary     revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org 
11:00 AM   Henry Curran Memorial & Reception Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org 

Sunday, December 14 
8:45-10:00 AM  A Course in Miracles     Conference Room   Suzette Boulais, zetter3@comcast.net 
10:30 AM   Worship Service      Sanctuary 
10:45 AM   Pageant Rehearsal      RE Wing     DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 
11:30 AM   Coffee Hour       Fellowship Hall  
12:00 PM   Welcome Committee     Library      membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
12:15 PM   Caring Committee      Conference Room   Terry Malone, tmmalone2@gmail.com 
1:00-3:00 PM  Mah Jongg for UUs      Fellowship Hall    Char Rickey, spinwool7@aol.com 
1:00 PM   Christmas Caroling      Meet in UUCP Parking Lot Kathy McNeil, 309- 687-9739  

Monday, December 15 
2:00 PM   LGBTQIA2S+ Group     Conference Room   Tim Herold, herold1961@gmail.com  
7:00-9:00 PM  Connection Circle      RE Meeting Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Tuesday, December 16 
11:00 AM-1:00 PM Tuesday Morning Connection Circle Conference Room   Jeanette Gruber, 309-383-3111 
6:00 PM   Finance/Personnel Committee   Library/Virtual    Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 
6:00-7:30 PM  Crossing Paths: World Religions  Conference Room   DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Calendar of Events - December 2025 
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Wednesday, December 17 
9:00 AM-1:30 PM Private Homeschool Group    RE Wing & Fellowship Hall DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
1:00 PM   Administrative Team      Conference Room   adminteam@peoriauuchurch.org 
6:00-7:30 PM  Uukulele Strum Fun     Foyer      Kathy Klister, 309-363-9626 
6:30 PM   Board Meeting       Conference Room    office@peoriauuchurch.org  
11:45 PM   Builder Deadline             office@peoriauuchurch.org  

Thursday, December 18 
10:00 AM   Mugs & Musings       Intuition Coffee   membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
2:00-4:00 PM  Connection Circle      Jr. High Room    sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
2:00-4:00 PM  Thursday Afternoon Connection Circle Conference Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Friday, December 19 
5:30-7:30 PM  Young/Emerging Adults Movie Night Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 

Saturday, December 20 
5:00-8:00 PM  Yule         Fellowship Hall    DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 

Sunday, December 21 
8:45-10:00 AM  A Course in Miracles     Conference Room   Suzette Boulais, zetter3@comcast.net 
9:30 AM   Life Force Tai Chi       Fellowship Hall    Dave Grebner, doggiedad@mtco.com 
9:30 AM   Pageant Rehearsal      Sanctuary     DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
10:30 AM   Kids/Youth Pageant during Worship Sanctuary     DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
11:30 AM   Coffee Hour       Fellowship Hall 
12:00 PM    OWL (K-1) Parent Meeting    Conference Room    DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 
12:00 PM   Sunday Afternoon Circle    Sr. High Room    sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
1:00 PM   PRC Practice       Sanctuary     Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 

Monday, December 22 
6:30 PM   Monday Evening Circle            sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Tuesday, December 23 
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Wednesday, December 24 
7:00 PM   Christmas Eve Service     Sanctuary     revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org 

Thursday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day ~ Church Office Closed 

Friday, December 26 ~ No Church Office Hours ~ Office Manager available by email  
12:00 PM   Retired Men’s Last Friday Lunch  Childers on University  Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 

Sunday, December 28 
8:45-10:00 AM  A Course in Miracles     Conference Room   Suzette Boulais, zetter3@comcast.net 
10:30 AM   Worship Service      Sanctuary 
11:30 AM   Coffee Hour       Fellowship Hall  
1:00-3:00 PM  Mah Jongg for UUs      Fellowship Hall    Char Rickey, spinwool7@aol.com 

Monday, December 29 ~ No Church Office Hours ~ Office Manager available by email  

Tuesday, December 30 ~ No Church Office Hours ~ Office Manager available by email  
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Wednesday, December 31 ~ No Church Office Hours ~ Office Manager available by email  
10:00 AM   Builder Mailing       Conference Room   office@peoriauuchurch.org  
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