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                           On the Journey 
 

“The Breath of Life Is Not Mine Alone”  
by Reverend Kristen L. Harper 

   I do not wish to breathe another breath if it is not shared with  
others. The breath of life is not mine alone. 
   I brought myself to be with you, hoping that by inhaling the  
compassion, the courage, the hope found here, I can exhale the 
fear, the selfishness, the separateness I keep so close to my skin. 
   I cannot live another moment, at least not one of joy, unless you 
and I find our oneness somewhere among each other, somewhere 
between the noise, somewhere within the silence of the next breath. 
 

   Last fall, when the Board chose its key words of Community, 
Commitment, and Conscience, we knew we intended to continue 
with the good spirit of the congregation as a church that rises to 
the moment. We also knew that national events would place  
unexpected demands on us as individuals and as a congregation. 
Attacks on immigrants, peaceful protestors, and voting rights are 
just a few of the conflicts from the past 9 months. The work of 
our time includes preserving human agency and dignity as well as 
the value of serving one another and creating a beloved  
community. Our mission is over 15 years old, and it keeps  
speaking to the moment: embracing freedom, loving inclusively, 
growing spiritually, healing our world.  
   We need one another. The proof comes every Sunday when 
folks arrive as they have been for years and when new visitors 
find us. I hear this need when we ask about one another and when 
we offer to help with personal concerns or church events.  
   We need one another because we are part of a larger world. We 
show up in support of democracy and justice. We advocate for 
green spaces and the environment. We are curious about other 
faiths and about nurturing our own spiritual paths. We marvel at 
the beauty and complexity of our existence. And we have room to 
grow in mind, body, and spirit. We call each other to keep moving 
forward and to become more.  
   At the end of six years with you in our shared ministry, I  
continue to be grateful to be here. I look forward to living our values out loud in the year to come. 
   Please join us for the end of the year services and events. Our Flower Communion and the Congregational 
Meeting are June 7. The Annual Church Picnic begins at 9:30am at the Herm Farm on June 14. Summer       
services begin on June 21 with the Keepers of the Great Grove’s Litha service in honor of the Summer Solstice. 

Sunday Services 
Sunday, June 7, 10:30am 
“Community in Bloom:  
A Flower Communion” 
Rev. Jennifer Innis and Jesi Laughlin 
   Join us for a celebration of story and the 
abundance of life as we honor our ritual of the 
Flower Communion. All are invited to bring 
flowers as we create our common bouquet. 
Please stay for a light pizza lunch and the  
congregational meeting after the service. 
 

Sunday, June 14, 10:45am 
“Living in Wonder and Gratitude” 
Rev. Jennifer Innis & a Cast of Thousands 
   Join us at the Herm Farm for our annual  
picnic and celebration of the past year. The 
picnic begins at 9:30am. The service at the 
farm begins around 10:45am. A recorded  
service will be available online at 10:30am  
for those unable to attend the picnic. 
 

Sunday, June 21, 10:30am 
“Litha: Celebrating the Summer Solstice” 
Keepers of the Great Grove 
   Join us as we observe the summer solstice, 
continuing humanity’s tradition of marking the 
earth's seasonal shifts. This turning point 
brings the official beginning of summer,  
celebrating the sun at the absolute peak of its 
light and power. Together, we will let this light 
shine without and within to examine our own 
lives, reflecting on what we wish to illuminate 
and nurture in the season ahead. 
 

Sunday, June 28, 10:30am 
Proud of Love: Blessing the Courage to Be 
Regina Stanley 
   On this Pride Sunday, we celebrate the  
sacred worth of LGBTQ+ lives and the holy 
courage it takes to live authentically. Through 
story, music, reflection, and community, we 
honor the long journey toward liberation while 
recommitting ourselves to the work of radical 
welcome, justice, and love without exception. 

Bowing to the Light Within, 

Reverend Jennifer 
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Sunday Worship 

       Summer Adventures in Religious Education 
       June - August, Sundays at 10:30am 
             Summer at UUCP brings adventures for kids and youth. Religious Education will be 
       presented in a one-room schoolhouse setting. The kids will not divide into age-based 
       classrooms. Each week, we’ll explore our UU faith through play and curiosity. One  
       thing stays the same in summer—we still need volunteers for Sunday to be a success. 
       See Jesi Laughlin or sign up here: https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/257451. 

 
 
 
 

Religious Education  
Volunteers! 

 

   As we wrap up the 2025-26 church year, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to the adult volunteers 
who shared their time, talents, and caring presence with UUCP children and youth on Sunday  
mornings. Whether you taught a lesson, led an activity, helped in the classroom, or simply showed up 
with patience and encouragement, you helped create a welcoming and nurturing community where our 
young people could learn, grow, and explore their values. Your dedication makes a lasting difference 
in the lives of our children and youth and strengthens our entire congregation. Thank you for your 
generosity, commitment, and faithful service. We are deeply grateful for all you do! 
 

  Galen Faidley       BJ Lindsey       Julianne Rogers 
  Amanda Franklin      Sarah McAlexander    Emily Smesrud 
  Dave Grebner       Jessica McMeyer     Jessica Spelman 
  Cyndi Jewell-Miller     Danielle Moberg      Alex Tiethoff 
  Katie Jones        Lindy Peterson     Liz Tiethoff  
  Mary Kuester       Torri Pringle      Lydia Wilson   

Seeking Readers for Summer Services  
   Do you want to be part of our summer lay-led services but don’t want to give a sermon? You can 
help by being a reader! For more information, email Regina at membership@peoriauuchurch.org. 

   For most of the summer, members and friends of the church conduct the 
worship services. We have a lineup of diverse topics this year, ending with 
Rev. Jennifer’s Question Box Sermon on September 6. The official church 
year begins on September 13 with our traditional Ingathering Water  
Communion service. A list of the summer services is below. Look for more 
information about each service in the Friday UU News.   
  

 Please see page 1 for June service descriptions. 

 7/5  Brad Keefauver   “Solving Mysteries”  
 7/12  Steve Fairbanks  “Braver Angels: Learning to Talk Across Differences” 
 7/19  BJ Lindsey and the Congregation  “T-Shirt Theology” 
 7/26  Jennifer Stubbs  “How Games Bring Us Together” 
 8/2  Illinois People’s Action  “Medicare for All”  
 8/9  TBA       
 8/16  BJ Lindsey  “Wisdom of the Ages: Lessons We Can Learn from Each Generation”  
 8/23 February Sky Music Duo ~ Susan Urban and Phil Cooper  
   “Humans Wrote the Bible, God Wrote Life: The Teachings of John Shelby Spong” 
     8/30 Reverend Jennifer Innis  “The Blessing of the Animals 
 9/6  Reverend Jennifer Innis  “Wondering Together: The Question Box Sermon”  

https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/257451
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
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Activities  & Announcements 

June Share the Plate ~ Look. It’s My Book! 

   Established in 2008, our June Share the Plate recipient provides seven 
books per year to each student in kindergarten through fourth grade in Peoria 
(poverty rate 73%) and Peoria Heights (poverty rate 60%). The children get 
to pick their books from a variety of fiction and nonfiction subjects. Because 
of the high poverty rate, the books are purchased at 80% off. Look. It's My 
Book! relies on donations and receives no government funding. For more  
information, see lookitsmybook.org or look for them on Facebook. 

   Our UU Share the Plate program allows for one-half of the undesignated Sunday offering to be  
donated each month to a local not-for-profit organization. You may also put cash or check in an  
envelope with the charity’s name on it, and we will be happy to forward it. 

Congregational Meeting ~  
Sunday, June 7, after Flower Communion Service 
Pizza Lunch and Childcare Provided 
   All members are asked to join us in person or online at https://
bit.ly/3sxzsci as we vote on the slate of elected leaders and the budget for 
2026-27. A light pizza lunch will be provided. See meeting agenda below.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
1. Welcome  
2. Confirm Quorum  
3. Nominating Committee - Nominees presented (see below) - VOTE required  
4. Annual Campaign Results 
5. 2026-2027 Budget - VOTE to approve final budget is required 
6. Adjournment 

2026 UU Board of Trustees Nominees    2026 UU Trust Nominee   
President -- Roy Seabolt (2026-28)      Jeanette Gruber (2026-29)  
Vice President -- Tony Huerta (2026-28)      
Member -- Charity Kennedy (2026-28)     2026 UU Nominating Committee Nominees 
Member -- Andy Shull (2026-28)       Amanda Franklin (2026-27)  
Member -- Trish Lefler (2026-28)           Terry Matthews (2026-27)  
Member -- Erin Roberson (2026-28)      Peter Offutt (2026-27)    
Member -- Steve Shepherd (2026-27)      Lindy Peterson (2026-27)  
                Andy Stow (2026-27)  

Help Shape the Future of UUCP Religious Education 
   As we plan for the coming church year, we’d love to hear from you! If 
your family participated in Children and Youth Religious Education  
during 2025-26, please take a few moments to share your thoughts. What 
do you remember most about this year’s classes, activities, events, and 
curriculum? What worked well? What helped your child feel engaged, 
connected, and supported? What could be improved or done differently? 
   Your feedback will help us build on our successes and continue creating 
meaningful experiences for children, youth, and families.  Please send 
your thoughts by email to Jesi Laughlin at DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org 

or reach out to schedule a time to meet and share your feedback in person. We welcome both  
celebrations and constructive suggestions as we plan for the year ahead.  
   Thank you for being part of our community and helping us grow together! 

https://www.lookitsmybook.org/
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
mailto:dlre@peoriaUUchurch.org
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UUCP Emergent Nature 
Thursdays, June 11 & 25 
6:30-8:30pm 
Jr High Room or Zoom at 
https://tinyurl.com/33tsxvc4 
   UUCP Emergent Nature  
is a continuing discussion 
and sharing group where  

we plant seeds of a reciprocal relationship with  
the Earth and one another. We are discussing  
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom,  
Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of 
Plants, by Robin Wall Kimmerer. For more info 
or to receive the suggested pages, email Jen 
McDaniel at jenniferclosemcdaniel@gmail.com 
or Jesi Laughlin at DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org. 
Join the update group at uuchurch.flocknote.com/
signup/243491. Come whenever you can! 

 

Stuffed Animal Drive  
Collecting June 1-30 
   Girl Scout Troop 4999 is 
collecting new and gently 
used stuffed animals in June! 
Drop off donations at the 
church during office hours or 

on Sunday morning. All donations will be given 
to SAFE (Stuffed Animals For Emergencies) to 
provide comfort to kids experiencing trauma, 
crisis, and emergencies. A stuffed animal can 
make a world of difference during a difficult 
time. Go to stuffedanimalsforemergencies.org to 
learn more. Thank you for helping kids in need! 

Litha Rehearsal 
Saturday, June 6, 5pm, Sanctuary 
   Our Litha service will be on Sunday, June 21, 
and all who are interested are invited to help 
conduct the service. Attend the CUUPs meeting 
on June 3 (see p. 7) or email Tony Huerta at 
meadowhawkcnt@gmail.com to let him know 
you would like to participate.  

Summer Park Days 
for UUCP Families 
 

Tuesday, June 16, 3-5pm 

Thursday, June 25, 3-5pm 

Thursday, July 2, 3-5pm 

Tuesday, July 7, 3-5pm 
 

Lakeview Park Playground and Splash Pad 
1917 W Lake Ave, Peoria 
   Join us for fun, friendship, and fresh air at our 
Summer Park Days! Children, youth, and their 
families are invited to gather for play,  
conversation, and community-building. Drop in 
when you can and come to one, some, or all—
whatever works for your schedule! We hope 
you’ll join us as we connect, laugh, cool off, 
and enjoy the summer together. 

  Thinking of Being a  
  Delegate? 
     The General Assembly of  
  the Unitarian  Universalist  
  Association is right around  

the corner (June 14-26 and June 19-21). As a 
church, we can send six delegates plus our  
Minister, Minister Emeritus, and Religious  
Education Professional. The 2026 gathering is 
online with a few on site gatherings across the 
country. If you want to learn more, email Rev. 
Jennifer at revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org.  

Where in the UU World  
Is Rev. Jennifer? 
   Rev. Jennifer begins her 
summer travels on June 23. 
She and her family will enjoy 
vacation in Massachusetts 
before going to Ferry Beach 

in Maine for Religious Education Week, July  
11-17. She expects to be back in Peoria around 
July 24. She will attend the program on worship 
and music at the AUUMM Conference in  
Milwaukee on July 29. 

The Rummage Sale Is Coming! ~ Now Accepting Donations! 
Setup: July 6-16 ~ ~ Sale: Friday & Saturday, July 17 & 18  
   Our Annual Rummage Sale will be a little earlier this year (see dates above), 
and we are accepting donations from now until July 15. We happily accept all 
sorts of household/kitchen or outdoors/sports items that are unbroken, clean, 
and bug-free. We DO NOT accept non-functional items, child car seats, 
TVs, computers/accessories, tires, opened toiletries, adult clothing, or 
items in unsalable condition. For  questions about specific items or  to help 
with planning, providing food, sorting, or sale days, email Lindy Peterson 

at lindytpeterson@comcast.net. This is our largest fundraiser and requires the most help, so we  
appreciate any time you can give. Clean out your storage while also helping the church and providing 
the community with great deals on needed items!  

https://tinyurl.com/33tsxvc4
mailto:jenniferclosemcdaniel@gmail.com
mailto:DLRE@peoriaUUchurch.org
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/243491
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/243491
https://stuffedanimalsforemergencies.org/
mailto:meadowhawkcnt@gmail.com
mailto:revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:lindytpeterson@comcast.net
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It’s Annual Church Picnic Time! Don’t Miss the FUN! 
Sunday, June 14, 9:30am 
Herm Farm ~ 23215 Farmdale Rd, Washington, IL 61571 
   Bring something to share for breakfast: fruit, sweet rolls, an egg dish, 
etc. Coffee, tea, lemonade, and juice are furnished. Bring a lawn chair if 
you are able; additional seating may be required. Volunteers are needed. 
Sign up at https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/260992. 
   The worship service begins around 10:45am. After the service,  

fishing, boating, and swimming are available. Parents and guardians are responsible for supervising 
children on the lake. Plan now to take part in this end-of-the-year tradition. Bring the whole family! 
Bring your friends! For directions and a map, see below. 

Directions to Herm Farm for Church Picnic 
From Peoria: From I-74 East, take the Camp Street Exit (Route 8/Route 150) in East Peoria.        
Continue on Route 8 through East Peoria. At the far end of Fondulac Plaza, at the traffic light 
(McDonald’s on left/Dollar Tree on right), turn right onto Farmdale Road. Follow Farmdale Road 
about 2 miles. You will cross three RR crossings. The third crossing will be found after a sharp left at 
the sign for Farmdale Reservoir, which also points left. Go a short distance and stay right at the next 
fork. At the top of the hill, turn right onto the farm at mailbox 23215. There will be signs posted. 
From the North: Take Centennial Drive toward ICC. Turn right on Highview Road. Go 2.4 miles 
through 2 stop signs (now on Illini Drive). At McDonald’s (Route 8), go straight. Now you’re on 
Farmdale Road. Follow directions above.   
From Morton: Leave Morton on Main Street North. At the end, turn left onto Cooper Road. Turn 
right onto Schuck Road, then left onto Farmdale Road. Go 1.9 miles and turn left onto the farm at 
mailbox 23215. 
From Washington: Go east on Main Street toward Morton. Turn right onto Schuck Road. Just past 
Pine Lakes Golf course, turn right onto Farmdale Road. Go 1.9 miles and turn left onto the farm at 
mailbox 23215. 

https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/260992
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Share the Plate Recipients 
   Help us find recipients for our Share the Plate program by nominating an organization that aligns 
with our church’s values and supports the wider Central IL community. Nomination forms can be 
found in Fellowship Hall or online at https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/255435.  
 

   Applications for Share the Plate are open! 
   Do you or someone you know run an organization that affirms our church’s values? Invite them to 
apply to be considered for fiscal year 2027. Pick up a form in Fellowship Hall or go to https://
uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/250029. 

 

Please Pledge: Help Our Budget Reflect Our Values 
   In preparation for this year’s Annual Campaign, the Board and the 
Budget Development Team drafted a rather austere budget so that the 
pledge goal ($370,000) would be within reach. The following expenses 
drastically needed to be increased but were not:  
   • the minister and staff didn’t get a cost-of-living raise. 
   • our contribution to the UUA for all their services is budgeted at just    
      25% of our 2024-25 contribution to them. 
   • our property reserve contribution (for future large building repairs) is                       

                                                   just 50% of the 2024-25 amount. 
In other words, while we live out our values among ourselves and in the community, our proposed 
budget didn’t reflect our values quite so well. 
   Our Annual Campaign has been going very well with 177 families pledging and others promising 
to send their pledges in right away. We have exceeded our goal prior to the budget meeting! That is  
exceptional! In this writer’s decades of experience, this hasn’t happened before.  
   Your pledge is still needed. If those who usually pledge, but haven’t yet this year, pledged the 
same as they usually do, we can exceed our goal enough to partially restore cuts to the budget!   
   Please renew your pledge now! Time is very shor t. The congregation will vote on the budget 
this Sunday, June 7. 
   To pledge, go to https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/pledge/1096, enter your pledge amount, and set 
the start date as July 1, or  you may email office@peor iauuchurch.org and let Melissa know how 
much you will pledge.  
   Thank you! ~ The Annual Campaign Team  

Safety and Security Committee 
   The Safety and Security Committee helps ensure that our church remains a welcoming, prepared, 
and safe place for everyone. While we hope emergencies never happen, thoughtful planning and  
training help us respond calmly and effectively when needed. As part of this effort, one trained  
security officer is present every Sunday to help support the safety and well-being of the congregation. 
   The committee works with the Admin Team to help coordinate communication, building access, 
training, and emergency preparedness. The committee is currently working to develop comprehensive 
emergency response plans, post safety and emergency signage throughout the building, train  
volunteers and church leaders as needed, coordinate with outside agencies (such as the Peoria Police 
Department and emergency responders), create lock and key policies, and coordinate building locks, 
keys, and access control. The committee is also developing response procedures for situations,  
including building security concerns, medical emergencies, fire response and evacuation, tornado and 
severe weather sheltering, disruptive behavior, and intruder situations. 
   This important work requires thoughtful people who care about hospitality, preparedness,  
communication, and community safety. You do not need professional experience in security or  
emergency management to help—just a willingness to participate and learn. If you are interested in 
joining the Safety and Security Committee or would like more information, please contact Steve  
Fairbanks at stevefairbanks2053@gmail.com. 

Committee of the Month 

https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/255435
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/250029
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/250029
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/pledge/1096
mailto:office@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:stevefairbanks2053@gmail.com
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Recurring Groups  

A Course in Miracles 
Sundays, 8:45-10am, Conference Room 
   You are welcome to join ongoing weekly   
sessions of A Course in Miracles, a self-study 
spiritual program based on universal spiritual 
themes, primarily including forgiveness as the 
path to love in order to focus on living more 
peacefully in this world. To RSVP, contact 
Suzette Boulais at zetter3@comcast.net. 

LGBTQIA2S+ Group at UUCP 
Monday, June 15, 2pm, Conference Room 
   Do you identify as LGBTQIA2S+? Do you 
attend, visit, or belong to UUCP? Join us on the 
3rd Monday each month. Questions? Email Tim 
Herold at herold1961@gmail.com for details. 

Life Force Tai Chi ~ 1st & 3rd Sundays 
Sundays, June 7 & 21, 9:30am, Meet in Foyer 
   Tai Chi is an ancient discipline from China. 
Join Dave Grebner for this class, where we will 
learn how to stand and move to enhance the 
flow of chi life energy through our bodies. We 
will meet in the church foyer, find an available 
room, and practice until 10am. 

Keepers of the Great Grove ~ CUUPs  
Wednesday, June 3, 6-7:30pm, Conference Room 
or Zoom at https://tinyurl.com/2nyj5zet 
   Join us for our monthly member-led meeting 
where we share a practice, ritual, meditation, 
teaching, or other praxis. In June, Renee Shaw 
will lead us in Knot Magic, placing intentions 
within a piece of string to be worn. Once the 
bracelet breaks, those intentions are released to 
the universe to manifest. CUUPs stands for  
Covenant of UU Pagans. All are welcome.  

Amethyst Circle: An Addiction  
Recovery Group Following UU Values 
Wednesday, June 10, 7-8pm, RE Meeting Room  
or Zoom at https://tinyurl.com/2jhfwusx 
   Gather with others to offer and receive support 
on your addiction journey. This group is  
facilitated by Tony Huerta and is open to all. 

Mah Jongg for UUs 
Sundays, June 14 & 28, 1-3pm, Fellowship Hall 
   Do you play Mah Jongg or do you want to 
learn? Join the fun on 2nd and 4th Sundays! 
Bring your own drink and snack, and if you  
have a Mah Jongg set or mat, bring it, too.  
Questions? Contact Char Rickey at 309-472-
7085 or spinwool7@aol.com or Evan Stubbs  
at 575-621-5519 or sirstubby@hotmail.com. 

Third Thursday Ladies’ Lunch 
Thursday, June 18, 11:30am  
Thanh Linh ~ 1209 W Main St, Peoria  
   Join us at this Vietnamese restaurant which is 
highly rated for its authentic cuisine, large  
portions, and popular lunch buffet. Please RSVP 
to Carlette at 309-258-5890. 

Brown Bag Lunch & Conversation 
Thursday, June 25, 11:30am-1:30pm 
   Bring your own lunch and join in conversation  
with others on the 4th Thursday of each month.  
This lunchtime community is open to all!  

Retired Men’s Last Friday Lunch 
Friday, June 26, Noon                                    
Childers Eatery, 3312 N University St, Peoria 
   Join other retired UU men for lunch on the last 
Friday of the month. Questions? Email Bill 
Keefner at wkeef84@gmail.com. 

Mugs & Musings  
Thursdays at 10am 

    El Mirador En El Río 
       110 NE Water St 
               Peoria 

 

   Drop in and  
join Membership  
Coordinator Regina 
Stanley to discuss 
whatever is on your 
mind. Questions? 
Contact Regina at 
309-648-2767 or 
membership 
@peoriauuchurch 
.org. 

 

Humanist Discussion Group 
Tuesdays, 7pm, Zoom at https://bit.ly/3rthCHr     
   Join us as we invite guest presenters and      
talk about videos of current events, religion, and 
politics. We aspire to use empathy, humility,  
curiosity, critical thinking, and compassionate 
communication to discuss new insights,  
controversy, disinformation, irrationality, and 
magical thinking.  

YEA! Monthly Potluck ~ 4th Sundays 
Sunday, June 28, after service, Conference Rm 
   Young & Emerging Adults ages 18-39 are   
invited to our monthly potluck. Soup is provided 
but bring a dish to share, if able. Each month, 
we’ll discuss a new topic. This month’s theme is 
Appreciation. Please RSVP at https://
uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/255291. 

mailto:zetter3@comcast.net
mailto:herold1961@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/2nyj5zet
https://tinyurl.com/2jhfwusx
mailto:spinwool7@aol.com
mailto:sirstubby@homail.com
mailto:wkeef84@gmail.com
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
mailto:membership@peoriauuchurch.org
https://bit.ly/3rthCHr
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/255291
https://uuchurch.flocknote.com/signup/255291
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Joys & Sorrows 
 

♥ We offer our sympathy to Bob Dearborn and his family for the death of his wife, Sherry       
Dearborn, on May 22. Sherry was a beloved member of the church and this community. Her           
memorial service is at church at 1pm on June 6.  

♥ We offer condolences to Regina Stanley and her family. Regina lost her cousin Chris Evans on 
May 26. She died due to a pulmonary embolism at age 54. Chris was like a sister to Regina.  

♥ We offer condolences to Gary Chatham for the death of his beloved cat, Socks. Socks died on 
May 26 after receiving loving care and medical treatment.  

♥ We offer care and support to Mary Mulholland-Kafar and Panda Simmons. They are struggling 
with health concerns. Mary is recovering at home after a short stay in the hospital in May. 

♥ We have a joy from Terry Malone. She completed her last round of chemotherapy and survived! 
She had a CT scan of her lungs and is free of cancer! Also, there are no signs of metastasis anywhere 
else. Next step is to have a year of immunotherapy with Keytruda infusions every 3 weeks. She is so 
grateful for all the support, wishes, prayers, and kindness to her and Tom in these past months!  

♥ We celebrate with Gene Bourke & Cindy Hoey. Cindy’s father, Bill Hoey, turned 96 on May 19.  

Memorial Service 
Please join us to remember 

Sherry Dearborn 

on Saturday, June 6, 1pm 
at Universalist Unitarian Church of Peoria  

   If you cannot attend in person, you may join on Zoom at https://bit.ly/3sxzsci or call 312-626-6799 
using Meeting ID 999 7726 7210 and Passcode 1843.  

In Our UU Family 

The Caring Committee helps our congregation in personal transitions. We publish “In Our UU Family” in the Build-
er, organize volunteers while someone is ill, and coordinate visits, cards, and calls to those who need them. Please email  
caring@peoriauuchurch.org, call the office (309-688-5608), or talk with a committee member about how we can help! 

♥ THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the 
Salad Luncheon with food, help, and donations. We 
raised $1,054.31 for the Minister’s Discretionary 
Fund. Thank you to Bernie Humphrey and the Caring 
Committee for coordinating.  
 
♥ THANK YOU to those who helped change  
lightbulbs in Fellowship Hall at the work day on  
Saturday, May 9! Kim Farlin ran the ground game  
to help Evan Stubbs and Edward Flint figure out the 
bulbs, ballasts, and old plastic clips (see picture on 
right). And Melissa Anderson in the office had  
ordered all the oddball parts and bulbs we expected 
to need. Here’s to shedding a little light on the  
subject and teamwork for the win! 

https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
mailto:caring@peoriauuchurch.org
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Monday, June 1 
1:00 PM   OLLI Practice       Sanctuary     Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 
7:00-9:00 PM  Connection Circle      RE Meeting Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Tuesday, June 2 
11:00 AM   Connection Circle      Library      Jeanette Gruber, 309-383-3111 
6:00-8:00 PM  YEA Deep Conversations    Conference Rm & Zoom  Erin Roberson, embregan@gmail.com 
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Wednesday, June 3 
10:00 AM   Builder Mailing       Conference Room   office@peoriauuchurch.org 
11:00 AM-1:00 PM Recognition Committee     Conference Room   lindytpeterson@comcast.net 
1:00 PM   Administrative Team      Conference Room   adminteam@peoriauuchurch.org 
5:30 PM-7:00 PM Annual Campaign Team    Library      Austin.Locke@share-builders.com 
6:00-8:00 PM  Social Impact Committee    RE Meeting Room   Erin Roberson, embregan@gmail.com 
6:00-7:30 PM  Uukulele Strum Fun     Foyer      Kathy Klister, 309-363-9626 
6:00-7:30 PM  Keepers of the Great Grove ~ CUUPs Conference Room & Zoom DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 

Thursday, June 4 
10:00 AM   Mugs & Musings       El Mirador En El Rio  membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
2:00-4:00 PM  Connection Circle      Junior High Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Saturday, June 6 
1:00-3:00 PM  Memorial Service for Sherry Dearborn Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall caring@peoriauuchurch.org 
5:00-6:30 PM  Litha Service Practice     Sanctuary     meadowhawkcnt@gmail.com  

Sunday, June 7 
8:45-10:00 AM  A Course in Miracles     Conference Room   Suzette Boulais, zetter3@comcast.net 
9:30 AM   Life Force Tai Chi       Meet in Foyer    Dave Grebner, doggiedad@mtco.com 
10:30 AM   Worship Service      Sanctuary      
11:30 AM   Coffee Hour       Fellowship Hall  
12:00 PM   Congregational Meeting    Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall office@peoriauuchurch.org 
12:00 PM   Sunday Afternoon Circle    Sr. High Room    sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Monday, June 8 
1:00 PM   OLLI Practice       Sanctuary     Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 
6:30 PM   Monday Evening Connection Circle         sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Tuesday, June 9 
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Wednesday, June 10 
1:00 PM   Administrative Team      Conference Room   adminteam@peoriauuchurch.org 
6:00-7:30 PM  Uukulele Strum Fun     Foyer      Kathy Klister, 309-363-9626 
6:30-8:00 PM  Sierra Club General Meeting   Fellowship Hall    Robert Rowe, rowe@bradley.edu 
7:00-8:00 PM  Amethyst Circle      RE Meeting Room   DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  

Thursday, June 11 
10:00 AM   Mugs & Musings       El Mirador En El Rio  membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
2:00-4:00 PM  Thursday Afternoon Connection Circle Conference Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
6:30-8:30pm  UUCP Emergent Nature    Jr High Room or Zoom  DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  

Sunday, June 14 ~ Church Picnic at the Herm Farm (see p. 5) 
9:30 AM   Church Picnic       Herm Farm     office@peoriauuchurch.org 
10:45 AM   Worship        Herm Farm     office@peoriauuchurch.org      
1:00-3:00 PM  Mah Jongg for UUs      Fellowship Hall    Char Rickey, spinwool7@aol.com 

Monday, June 15 
1:00 PM   OLLI Practice       Sanctuary     Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 
2:00 PM   LGBTQIA2S+ Group     Conference Room   herold1961@gmail.com   
7:00-9:00 PM  Connection Circle      RE Meeting Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org   

Tuesday, June 16 
11:00 AM   Connection Circle      Library      Jeanette Gruber, 309-383-3111 
3:00-5:00 PM  Summer Park Day for UUCP Families Lakeview Park Playground DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
6:00 PM   Finance/Personnel Committee   Library      Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Calendar of Events - June 2026 
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Wednesday, June 17 
6:00-7:30 PM  Uukulele Strum Fun     Foyer      Kathy Klister, 309-363-9626 
6:30 PM   Worship Committee     Conference Room   office@peoriauuchurch.org 

Thursday, June 18 
10:00 AM   Mugs & Musings       El Mirador En El Rio  membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
11:30 AM   Third Thursday Ladies’ Lunch   Thanh Linh     Carlette Corlett, 309-258-5890 
2:00-4:00 PM  Connection Circle      Junior High Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Sunday, June 21 
8:45-10:00 AM  A Course in Miracles     Conference Room   Suzette Boulais, zetter3@comcast.net 
9:30 AM   Life Force Tai Chi       Fellowship Hall    Dave Grebner, doggiedad@mtco.com 
10:30 AM   Worship Service      Sanctuary  
11:30 AM   Coffee Hour       Fellowship Hall 
12:00 PM   Sunday Afternoon Circle    Sr. High Room    sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
12:00 PM   Welcome Committee     RE Meeting Room   membership@peoriauuchurch.org 

Monday, June 22 
1:00 PM   OLLI Practice       Sanctuary     Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 
6:30 PM   Monday Evening Circle            sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  

Tuesday, June 23 
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 

Wednesday, June 24 
6:00-7:30 PM  Uukulele Strum Fun     Foyer      Kathy Klister, 309-363-9626 
6:30 PM   Board Meeting       Conference Room    office@peoriauuchurch.org  
11:45 PM   Builder Deadline             office@peoriauuchurch.org  

Thursday, June 25 
10:00 AM   Mugs & Musings       El Mirador En El Rio  membership@peoriauuchurch.org 
11:30 AM-1:30 PM Brown Bag Lunch & Conversation  Conference Rm or Patio office@peoriauuchurch.org 
2:00-4:00 PM  Thursday Afternoon Connection Circle Conference Room   sgm@peoriauuchurch.org  
3:00-5:00 PM  Summer Park Day      Lakeview Park Playground DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  
6:30-8:30pm  UUCP Emergent Nature    Jr High Room or Zoom  DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  

Friday, June 26 
12:00 PM   Retired Men’s Last Friday Lunch  Childers on University  Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 

Sunday, June 28 
8:45-10:00 AM  A Course in Miracles     Conference Room   Suzette Boulais, zetter3@comcast.net 
10:30 AM   Worship Service      Sanctuary 
11:30 AM   Coffee Hour       Fellowship Hall 
12:00 PM   Yea! Monthly Potluck     Conference Room   DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org 
1:00-3:00 PM  Mah Jongg for UUs      Fellowship Hall    Char Rickey, spinwool7@aol.com 
3:00-5:00 PM  Transforming Community    Fellowship Hall    revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org 

Monday, June 29 
1:00 PM   OLLI Practice       Sanctuary     Bill Keefner, wkeef84@gmail.com 

Tuesday, June 30 
7:00 PM   Humanist Discussion Group   Virtual      Harry Elger, 309-682-9717 
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Board of Trustees: board@peoriauuchurch.org President: Edward Flint; Vice-President: Lindy Peterson; Treasurer: Austin Locke;        
Secretary: Katie Jones. Board Members: Anthony Boudreau, Pat Denzer, Tony Huerta, Mike Jongerius, Charity Kennedy, BJ Lindsey, Roy 
Seabolt, and Jessica Spelman. 

UUCP Trust Officers: trust@peoriauuchurch.org President: Jeanette Gruber; Treasurer: Tim Herold; Officer: Randy Stevens. 

Staff:  

  Reverend Jennifer Innis, 

 Senior Minister 
 revjennifer@peoriauuchurch.org  
 (972) 639-7900 

  Jesi Laughlin, Director of Lifespan Religious Education  

 DLRE@peoriauuchurch.org  

  Regina Stanley, Membership Coordinator 

 membership@peoriauuchurch.org  

  Melissa Anderson, Office Manager 

 office@peoriauuchurch.org 

  Tim Herold, Lay Admin Team Member 

 herold1961@gmail.com 

  Administrative Team 

 adminteam@peoriauuchurch.org 

NEXT BUILDER 

Deadline: Wednesday, June 24 

Submit to: office@peoriauuchurch.org 

Mailing: Wednesday, July 1 

Submit your birthday or anniversary info to the office at office@peoriauuchurch.org. 

June 9  Terry Malone 
June 10  Sally Fairley  
June 12  Kevin Tindall  
June 14  Rev. Jennifer Innis 
June 15   Maureen O’Haenny 
June 17  Susan Bopp 

June 18  Jean Slonneger 
June 19  Jack Ryan 
June 19  Andy Shull 
June 20  Connor McManis 
June 22  Alex Tiethoff 
June 23  Denice Hallstein 
June 24  Nicole Meyer 
June 26  Vicki Huerta 
June 30  Tom Malone 

June 1  Kim Farlin 
June 2  Lydia Wilson 
June 6  Gary Chatham 
June 7  Kristy Glynn 
June 7  Terry Glynn 
June 9   Holly Cook 
June 9  Jeannie Jones 
 

June 3  John & Thesie Heiser  
June 17  Ed & Lin Hoffman  
June 19   Joe & Char Rickey  
June 21  Rev. Jennifer Innis & Rev. Patrick Price 
June 30  Steve & Linda Fairbanks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 3 Sonya Gravatt 
July 10 Cinda Thompson 
July 11 Sherry Woessner 
July 12 Amy Popp 
July 15 Bernie Humphrey 
July 16 Elizabeth Jennison 
July 23 Molly Gray 

July 23 Darlene Jacobs 
July 24 Brigid O’Connor 
July 25 Dorothy Yaeger 
July 26  Barbara Pierce 
July 28 Joyce Harant 
July 29 Jinny Gunnar 
July 29 Lynnda White 

July 5   Cherie & Andy Shull  
July 31 Roger Davis & Mary Ann Stalcup 
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Universalist Unitarian  
Church of Peoria 
3000 W. Richwoods Blvd. 
Peoria, IL 61604-1142 
309-688-5608  
www.peoriauuchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/uupeoria 
Service/Church School—10:30 AM Sundays 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Join Us on Sunday at 10:30am... 
~ In person in the Sanctuary 
~ On Zoom at https://bit.ly/3sxzsci or 312-626-6799 w/Meeting ID 999 7726 7210 & Passcode 1843 
~ On YouTube at https://peoriauuchurch.org/service-live-stream/ 
~ Through our website by going to https://peoriauuchurch.org/ and clicking on livestream 
 

Listen to Previous Sermons… 
~ At https://apple.co/3RtDYoH 
~ On Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/uupeoria 
~ On our YouTube channel at youtube.com/peoriauuchurchorg. 
 

Find Us on Your Favorite Social Media Platform… 
 
 

Facebook:  
facebook.com/uupeoria 

Instagram: 
instagram.com/uupeoria 

X (Twitter):  
twitter.com/peoriauuchurch 

Tik Tok: 
tiktok.com/@peoriauuchurch 

http://www.peoriauuchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/uupeoria
https://bit.ly/3sxzsci
https://peoriauuchurch.org/service-live-stream/
https://peoriauuchurch.org/
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https://www.youtube.com/peoriauuchurchorg
https://www.facebook.com/uupeoria
https://www.instagram.com/uupeoria/
http://twitter.com/peoriauuchurch
https://www.tiktok.com/@peoriauuchurch

